Redistricting-
will be rigged,
activist claims

GOP will set boundaries

to benefit itself, he says

By Joseph Deinlein
The Daily Item

LEWISBURG — Redistrict-
ing will be the next scandal in

the Keystone State, political -

activist Gene Stilp said Thurs-
day. ;

“The next four weeks will be
a hurricane in Pennsylvania,”
he said. '

Stilp, a former Democratic
state House employee who is
best known for using props —
such as a giant inflatable pig —
when advocating for good gov-
ernment in the commonwealth,
spoke to a small gathering of
the Central Susquehanna Citi-
zens Coalition on Thursday.

“Remember, it’s the old
saying,” he told the group.
“The squeaky wheel gets the
grease.”

The coalition invited Stilp,
who has filed numerous public
advocacy lawsuits against state
government, to talk about the
ongoing redistricting process in
Pennsylvania. Under state and
federal law, congressional and
state government districts are
to be examined and redrawn
| after every 10-year census.

The Legislative Reap-
portionment Commission is
working now to redraw those
boundaries.

To sympathetic ears, Stilp
| said the Republican Party will
essentially create a new map
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Activist and former politi-
cal candidate Gene Stilp
meets with members of
the Central Susquehanna

Citizens
Thursday.

Coalition on

that strengthens GOP-held
districts and minimizes dis-
tricts that traditionally support
Democrats.

Although there are some
general rules about how the
districts should be drawn, dis-
tricts in Pennsylvania have
been historically gerryman-
dered to meet political needs,
he said. _

The rules are that each state
House district should have
about 60,000 people and have
geographic continuity.

“Anyone who remembers the
old 17th District that started
in Dauphin and ran up to
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toral College based on ballot-
ing in congressional districts.  tl
_Currently, there are about 12 it will ;
_solidly Republican districts he said.
and six Democratic districts:
The two remaining Electoral
College votes would be g1ven
based on which candidate wins
2 the state’s popular vote.

.. But Stilp said it appears a
number of people in Pileggi’s
party aren’t buymg mto the
idea. ,' o :
“I think ] ﬂeggl doesn tod
know what kind of quicksand r nnmg for ofﬂce must’*”
he’s gotten h1mself mto,” Stﬂp i
said.: :
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. becatse the new map could ¢
exclude them from what had 3

' College aredlstrlbuted when
selecting the presxdent of the
United States.
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most of the votes in the Elec-
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SOT are drawn, he said. he
beliv- “Getreadyto yell “headded. 7
in a district for at least one  “There will be some unfalmess  tha
ar before the election. somewhere 7 -
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